
Asset Management Takes Off
New technologies enable MROs to keep track of tools parts
work in process and even people Here s how asset management
can streamline your operations By Bob Trebilcock

Everyone understands the need forradar When aircraft are up in the
air it s important to keep track of a

carrier s most important assets Keeping
track of assets down on the ground is
just as important Knowing how much
inventory you have and where it s
located after all is a key component of

supply chain management
But while the supply chain is

usually thought of as what happens
outside the four walls of a repair facility
or the confines of a yard there s also
a microcosm of the supply chain
associated with the movement of

materials from point to point in the
yard and between work stations and
processes inside a repair facility or even
between repair facilities

There s also an increasing
awareness that just as it is important
to have the right inventory at the right
place and at the right time it s also
important to have the right assets
available at the right time and at the
right place Those assets might include
tools jigs vehicles work in process
WIP or even personnel That s why

asset management enabled by RFID
technology is emerging as an important
tool for supply chain professionals in a
variety of industry verticals including
aircraft manufacturing and MRO

Increasingly the MRO industry
is realizing that it s important to track
the assets that are critical to service an

airplane says Amir Ben Assa industry
solutions director for AeroScout

a provider of asset management
technologies Whether you re talking
about a tool kit a jack or some other

asset required if the item isn t available
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